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National Meat Case Study 
 
Objective 
The 2007 National Meat Case Study looked at the U.S. fresh meat case to identify 
trends and changes as well as areas of opportunity.  Similar but less expansive audits 
were conducted in 2002 and 2004. The scope grew significantly in 2007 to answer two 
important questions: 

• What are retailers around the country merchandising in their fresh meat 
cases? 

• How has this changed in recent years? 
 
Methodology 
The 2007 Audit looked at more than 164,000 total 
packages (315,000 pounds) in 48 key metro markets in 
34 states.  In addition, measurements were taken of the 
case space assigned to all the major proteins. Unlike 
the 2002 and 2004 audits, the 2007 audit increased the 
number of packages evaluated to include heat & serve, 
corned beef, smoked meats and club stores.   
 
Major Insight 
Case ready and branding continue to grow. Branded 
whole muscle beef packages represented  51 percent 
of the sample and 39 percent of ground beef packages.  
Case ready is growing at a slower pace representing 27 
percent of whole muscle products (up 3 percent from 
2004) and 67 percent of ground beef products (up 1 
percent from 2004). 
 
Key Learnings 

• Beef is maintaining a constant presence in the fresh meat case, with a 
slight increase in ground beef presence.  Whole muscle beef occupies 49 
linear feet and ground beef gained space, from 20 to 21 linear feet. 

• Case ready product was more likely to be “in stock” than store wrapped 
packages. 

• Natural beef still occupies a small percentage of total available space but 
has doubled for whole muscle beef to 4 percent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Nutritional labeling on packages expanded in each major 
category, while cooking instructions decreased. 

 

Nutrition 
Labeling 
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• Ground beef is almost equal to whole muscle cuts as a percentage of 
meat case packages.  Steaks declined from 42 percent to 39 percent of 
packages while ground beef 
packages increased from 31 
percent to 36 percent. 

• The trend towards consolidation in 
cuts offered continues to grow. 
Between 2002 and 2007, the top 15 
steaks increased from 67 percent 
to 72 percent of offerings, and the 
top 15 roasts increased from 65 
percent to 91 percent. 

• There was a significant increase in 
net weight ground beef packaging. 

 
 
Future Research Plans 
This study was funded by The Beef Checkoff, the National Pork Board and Cryovac 
Food Packing Division of Sealed Air Corporation.  This extensive audit of the nation’s 
meat cases was benchmarked against the same study conducted in 2004.  Periodic 
repeats of this study are warranted as the work provides valuable trend data to many 
segments of the industry.  
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More ground beef 
packages were 
exact weight. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


